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‘Critical Political Economy of the 
European Polycrisis is a clear-eyed and 

incisive account of how the multiple 
overlapping crises facing European 

capitalism are exacerbating the inherent 
contradictions of the European project. 

The critical political economy lens 
used by the authors allows them to 

highlight the challenges facing Europe’s 
elites as they attempt to resolve these 

crises without upsetting the balance 
of power within European civil society. 

An important contribution to the 
understanding of capitalism in

Europe and the institutions tasked with 
managing it.’

Grace Blakeley, staff writer at Tribune 
Magazine and author of Vulture 

Capitalism: Corporate Crimes, Backdoor 
Bailouts and the Death of Freedom

‘Notwithstanding the hopes that the 
pandemic would bring about a more 

solidaristic approach, this book shows 
the continuous dominance of neoliberal 

politics and policies. Not only the 
recent Re-Arm project testifies of the 

abandonment of a vision of a peaceful 
Europe, but competition and exclusion 

emerge on central issues going from 
health to labour and from energy to 

the environment. Besides describing 
the neoliberal developments, Critical 

Political Economy of the European 
Polycrisis helps however in uncovering 

the potential resistance to intersectional 
inequalities by singling out its classed, 

gendered and racialised dynamics.’
Donatella Della Porto, Professor and 

Director of Centre of Social Movements 
Studies, Scuola Normale Superiore, 

Firenze, Italy

This book analyses the intertwined crises 
facing the European Union within their global 
context through the lens of critical political 
economy. Challenging conventional narratives 
of European integration, it explores the power 
structures, inequalities, and socio-political 
implications that underpin modern European 
politics.

Expert authors examine the many factors 
contributing to the European polycrisis, 
from the global financial crisis and the 
COVID-19 pandemic to the impending climate 
catastrophe. Illustrating how new disruptions 
have intensified existing issues, they assess 
how the polycrisis has shaped policies, 
policy-making and institutions across Europe. 
The book evaluates the role of gendered and 
racist oppression in processes of European 
integration, as well as the impact of the rise of 
the far right. Combining feminist, decolonial 
and ecological perspectives with a focus on 
exploitation and class, it demonstrates how 
the EU transforms and is being transformed 
by its position in the global political economy.

Critical Political Economy of the European 
Polycrisis is an essential read for students 
and scholars of political economy, European 
politics and international relations. It is also a 
valuable resource for policymakers involved in 
negotiating the many crises faced by the EU.

Andreas Bieler is Professor of Political 
Economy in the School of Politics and 
International Relations at the University of 
Nottingham, UK and Vincenzo Maccarrone is 
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Postdoctoral Fellow 
at Scuola Normale Superiore, Italy.
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